
NOW could be the time for
Sunshine Coast househun-
ters to pounce with home
prices predicted to rise
significantly as the market
returns and builds for the
next 12 months.
The expectations follow

news released from Aus-
tralian Property Monitors
that calculated the median
unit price on the Coast
leapt about 16% in the 12
months to December 2009
– from $337,500 to
$394,000.
The median house price

in the same period moved
up about 7%, from
$448,750 to $480,000.
But Ray White

Maroochydore principal
Dan Sowden said while the
figures were not building
so quickly in his expe-
rience, he said prices at the
moment were still far lower
than they would be next
year.
“I think the market over

the past 18 months has
plateaued, but the market
will always rise,” he said.
“For the past 18 years,

the Maroochydore unit
market has increased by a
total of 7.8%.
“But because we’ve been

through a plateau, the
market is due to rebound.
“I think it’s at a low point

at the moment.”
Mr Sowden said for

those looking to buy, espe-
cially units, there were two
factors that could ensure a
unit increased in value.
“I would recommend, for
someone wanting a unit, to
look at the proximity to
beach or waterways, and
the proximity to future
infrastructure,” Mr Snow-
den said.

He said a new precinct ,
near Maroochydore Boule-
vard and Plaza Parade,
would be developed in the
next five years and would
be an option for buyers.
“There are apartments in
that area that you can
secure in the mid-
$300,000s,” he said.

– OWEN JACQUES
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High quality lakeside lifestyle homes for sale

Start living your retirement dream now
Kingfisher Lakes Estate – enter off Fairway Drive
From main Hervey Bay/Maryborough Rd.

FREECALL 1800 818 895
www.kingfisherlakes.com.au klakes@approjects.com.au
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A MAN who fleeced his pa-
rents and employers, includ-
ing a Sunshine Coast compa-
ny, out of almost $2 million
and killed an elderly woman
while driving at high speed,
has been jailed for 13 years.
Michael George Vidal, 40,
of Moggill, spent nine years
systematically ripping off his
mother and father and three
Queensland companies, in-
cluding $455,000 from Sun-
shine Coast-based LEP Co-
lour Printers, which
employed him as their chief
financial controller, the Bris-
bane District Court was told
yesterday.
ProsecutorBenPower said
the fraudulent behaviour be-
gan in 2000 when Vidal
forged his parents’ names to
sign over their house to him-
self, which he then used to
secure bank loans of
$380,000.
It was while driving to
work in December, 2005 that
he lost control of his high-
performance car and
crushed 86-year-old pedes-
trian Liv Andresen against a
fence.
The court was told Vidal
had been travelling at up to
70kmh around a sharp bend
with an advised speed of just
20kmh.
Mrs Andresen, who had
been walking home from her
daughter’s house, died at the
scene.
The court was told Vidal
has been caught speeding
three times, including once
through a school zone, since
that incident.
Vidal, who has already
spent 301 days in pre-sen-
tence custody, will be eligible
for parole in April 2014.

– AAP

Repeat
rip-off
crook
jailed

TAPESTRY

worth millions

Almost every roomhas a
“mesmerising panorama”,
and the colours and décor
have been kept neutral and
low key to further enhance
the view.
The kitchen features pol-
ished stone benchtops, ca-
binet and ceramic tiles in
soft latte hues, and stain-
less steel European ap-
pliances.
The island bench dou-
bles as a preparation area
and cocktail bar.
The sumptuous living
area is all glass to maxi-
mise the view.
Oversized sliders open

on to the terrace, a protect-
ed all-weather area.
“We enjoy most of our
meals out here,” Mr Gailey
said.
“It is difficult to get
guests to budge from here.
It’s such an iconic view.”
All the bedrooms feature
a terrace, while the main
bedroom opens on to a
wide terrace which runs
along the length of the
building.
The en-suite features
white marble surfaces, pol-
ished stainless steel trims,
heated towel racks and a
glass power shower.

MARKETABLE: External and interior views of Bahai Lindo.

It’s the time to buy with a
market spike in the wind

TO BUSINESS: Dan Sowden, of Ray White Maroochydore,
at the site of the new Emporio project.


